
Updated Transport Canada Small Vessel Regulations 
Updated March 23, 2011

In April 29, 2010 Transport Canada updated the Small Vessel Regulations with changes reflect current minimum practices in the paddling community. The basic standards for Human-Powered Pleasure Craft have not changed however, there are changes which impact many instructors, guides, trip leaders, clubs, and municipalities in Canada. The biggest change pertains to “guided excursions” for canoes and kayaks.  Please note that by “guide” Transport Canada is referring to any paid or unpaid leader of a group of people on the water.

The new Small Vessel Regulations states, “a guided excursion means a non-competitive outdoor recreational activity or excursion led by a  person in charge of the activity or excursion during which the participants use a human-powered vessel.”

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/Reglement/S/SOR-2010-91.pdf (Page 30)

If you are leading or guiding a trip, teaching a course, or on the water in any type of leadership position (volunteer or paid) and using a vessel that is not a pleasure craft as defined in the Canada Shipping Act, 2001, you are now classified as being on a “guided excursion” and thus fall under the new regulations. Note that this includes most instructors, guides, club volunteers, and teachers as well as paddling schools, boy scouts, girl guides, schools, church groups, camps and outfitters, or any other commercial or non-profit organized group on the water.

Guided Excursions:
Required Equipment for Canoes and Kayaks of Leaders of Guided Excursions
Under the new Transport Canada regulations, if you are operating a canoes and kayaks as a leader in a guided expedition are required to carry the following equipment below. Note that if the activity is a “pleasure craft outing” then you might be required to carry different or additional gear. Please refer to the Transport Canada safe boating guide for a complete list.

1. Personal Lifesaving Appliances

(a) one lifejacket or PFD for each person on board

(b) one buoyant heaving line at least 15 m (49’3”) long

(Note: See Small Vessel Regulations, section 310. When on class 3 or above waters, a

helmet of an appropriate size must also be worn.)

2. Vessel Safety Equipment

(a) a bailer or a manual bilge pump; or

(b) bilge-pumping arrangements

(Note: See Small Vessel Regulations sub-section 311.(1) item 1. in table.)

3. Navigation Equipment

(a) a pea-less whistle or other sound-signaling appliance that meets the requirements of the Collision Regulations;

(b) if the canoe or kayak is operated after sunset or before sunrise or in periods of restricted visibility, a watertight flashlight or three pyrotechnic distress signals other than smoke signals (Note: Pyrotechnic distress signals are not a substitute for navigation lights); and

(c) a magnetic compass if the canoe or kayak is navigating out of sight of navigation markers.

(Note: Compass is required in all cases when the vessel is more than 8 metres in length.

See Small Vessel Regulations section 311.(1) item 2. in table.)

Required Equipment for Canoes or Kayaks (longer than 6 m)
A canoe or kayak of not more than 6 metres must carry a watertight flashlight or three pyrotechnic distress signals other than smoke signals. The one nautical mile from shore exemption does not apply to non-pleasure craft (ie. the leader of the guided excursion.). A flashlight and/or pyrotechnics are always required. See the Small Vessel Regulations paragraph 310.(1)(b) item 2. in table.

A reboarding device is required, unless the vertical height that must be climbed in order to reboard the vessel is not more than 0.5 metres. (Note: See the Small Vessel Regulations paragraph 310.(1)(b) item 1. in table.)

First Aid Kit
A first aid kit required by these Regulations shall be packed in a waterproofed case capable of being tightly closed after use. It shall meet the requirement of the Marine Occupational Safety and Health Regulations or of provincial regulations governing workers’ compensation, with the addition of a resuscitation face shield and two pairs of examination gloves if the kit is not required to contain them or be a marine emergency first aid kit that contains the following: 

(i) an up-to-date first aid manual or up-to-date first aid instructions, in English and French,

(ii) 48 doses of analgesic medication of a non-narcotic type

(iii) six safety pins or one roll of adhesive first aid tape,

(iv) one pair of bandage scissors or safety scissors,

(v) one resuscitation face shield,

(vi) two pairs of examination gloves,

(vii) 10 applications of antiseptic preparations,

(viii) 12 applications of burn preparations,

(ix) 20 adhesive plasters in assorted sizes,

(x) 10 sterile compression bandages in assorted sizes,

(xi) 4 m of elastic bandage,

(xii) two sterile gauze compresses,

(xiii) two triangular bandages, and

(xiv) a waterproof list of the contents, in English and French

Provincial Kit Level 1 kit - $15 St. John Ambulance - Workers compensation kit appropriate kit for what you are doing. St. John’s ambulance kit on the website.

There are several different options for first aid kit

More information: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/Reglement/S/SOR-2010-91.pdf (Page 9)

Helmets and PFD/Lifejacket Wearing
Subsection 303 (1) of the regulations state:

A person responsible for an enterprise that conducts guided excursions (the manager of ABC Kayak Tours Inc.) and the leader of a guided excursion shall ensure that:

“Every participant in the excursion wears the following safety equipment:
(i) a personal flotation device or lifejacket of an appropriate size, and
(ii) when on class 3 or above waters, a helmet of an appropriate size”
In other words, the leader (or the manager of the company) is responsible for ensuring that the clients are actually wearing the proper safety equipment instead of just carrying it.

Please note:

Paddle Canada requires all Instructors and participants to wear their PFD/life jackets on all sanctioned courses and helmets must be worn on all Class II and above waterways.

More information: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/Reglement/S/SOR-2010-91.pdf (Page 31)

Safety
“Any equipment or material that is carried on board the vessel and that is not being used is secured in place when the vessel is moving.”
More information: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/Reglement/S/SOR-2010-91.pdf (Page 31)

Cold Water
“If the water temperature is less than 15ºC, the “person responsible for an enterprise that conducts guided excursions and the leader of a guided excursion" will ensure that equipment is immediately available or that procedures are established to protect the participants from the effects of hypothermia or cold shock resulting from swamping, capsizing or falling overboard.”
More information: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/Reglement/S/SOR-2010-91.pdf (Page 31)

Safety Briefing
“A person responsible for an enterprise that conducts guided excursions and the leader of a guided excursion shall, before the beginning of the excursion, ensure that all participants are
briefed in either or both official languages, according to their needs, on the safety and emergency procedures relevant to the guided excursion.”
More information: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/Reglement/S/SOR-2010-91.pdf (Page 32)

Float Plan
“The leader of a guided excursion shall, before the beginning of the excursion, report the number of participants in the excursion to a person on shore who has been designated by the leader to be responsible for communicating with search and rescue authorities in case of an emergency.”
“If the guided excursion takes place in a remote area and it is not possible to report the number of participants to a person on shore, the leader of the excursion shall leave a record of the number of participants and the area of operation in a known location on shore that is accessible to search and rescue authorities.”
Paddle Canada recommends clubs/organizations develop trip schedules/plans (websites, online or offline, etc), if they haven’t already done so, with mechanisms for sanctioning these trips, and determining reporting (pre-trip and post trip) that mirrors a Float Plan.  There should also be a risk management plan set up for club/organization trips.

More information: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/Reglement/S/SOR-2010-91.pdf (Page 32)

Vessel Registration
The Minister made an announcement on March 17, 2011 that registration is no longer required for human-powered vessels, small sailing vessels and small vessels that are equipped with a motor less than 10 horsepower.

Note:
Paddle Canada encourages organizations and guides to document the procedures they follow to meet these requirements.  Furthermore, regular training should occur to ensure procedures are followed consistently.

